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order.1 Being at such a distance and feeling that Nadir would not mard
his tired troops so far to the south, Khudayar Khan had no misgivings
It is characteristic of Nadir that he refused to brook this flouting of his
authority. Though it was nearly mid-winter and the cold was intense3
he started southwards from Kabul on the 8th Ramadan (9th December) in
order to punish Khudayar Khan.2 The elephants did not accompany
the army on this southward march, because it would have been imprac-
ticable to take them. They were, instead, sent to Persia via Ghazna,
Qandahar and Herat.

Details are lacking in regard to the route followed by Nadir between
Kabul and the Kurram valley. He doubtless marched south for fifteen
miles to Zahidabad; here he may have, branched off to the south-east
and crossed into the upper Kurram valley via 'AH Khel and Ahmad Khel.
Alternatively, he may have marched on southwards from Zahidabad to
Khak Hazara, three stages from Kabul; from Khak Hazara the route
runs almost due east to Hazar Darakht, near the headwaters of the Kurram.
Of the two routes, the latter is the more practicable in winter, and is
therefore the one which he probably took. There is a tradition to the
effect that he marched still further south before turning east, and entered
the Bannu country via the Daur valley.3 It is said that Nadir so thoroughly
subdued the Daur tribe that they paid an annual tribute of Rs. 12,000
to the Kabul authorities until the time of Zaman Shah Durrani.4 Refer-
ences in other authorities to the traversing of the Bangashat8 and the length
of time spent by the Persian army in the Kurram valley seem to prove,
however, that it went that way and not by the Daur valley, but it is never-
theless possible that Nadir may have sent some of his troops by the latter
route.

The march in these parts was trying in the extreme, and many of those
ffho had survived the stifling summer heat of the plains now succumbed
:o the cold of the high country in mid-winter. The army and the long
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